STONE  WORSHIP
which the Catholic peasant prostrates himself. The sacred image of Diana was an unhewn block ; the boundary stones of the god Terminus consecrated to Jupiter were also unshapen; and the image of the goddess Cybele, the Great Mother, which was brought from Phrygia to Rome B.C. 204, and there received with enthusiasm, was " a small black stone, rough and unhewn," to be equated in our own day with the granite boulder worshipped by the Basutos. The Nigerian natives told a recent traveller that stones are among their chief gods : " When men are sick in the town, we cast lots, and then give food to the stones. We also give them palm-wine or gin." The patriarch Jacob, in anointing with oil the stone set up as a memorial of his dream,62 has his modern representatives in the Dakotahs and natives of Southern India, who paint the sacred boulders red; while the reference to India, although not quite apposite, calls to mind Sir Alfred LyalPs story of a Hindoo officer whom he knew, a man " of great shrewdness and very fair education, who devoted several hours daily to the elaborate worship of five round pebbles which
52 Genesis xxviii. 18. 79